














Transmission

SBEPC STANDS FOR BASIN ELECTRIC

POWER COOPERATIVE
SYSTEM JOINT OWNERSHIP TOTAL CIRCUIT  BEPC® BEPC BEPC
MILES OWNED MAINTAINED  PLANNED
INTEGRATED SYSTEM  Basin Electric, Western Area Power Administration, 9,236 1,419 1,342 124
Heartland Consumers Power District
COMMON USE Basin Electric, Black Hills Power, Powder River 650 144 148 134
SYSTEM Energy Corporation (PRECorp)
MBPP SYSTEM Basin Electric, Tri-State G&T, WMPA, MRES 681 288 301 0
Lincoln Electric, Heartland Consumers PowerDistrict
OTHER 29 174 -
BASIN ELECTRIC TOTAL - 1,880 1,965 262

are connected to transmission systems owned by Western
Area Power Administration, power districts and regional
investor-owned and municipal-owned systems. This joint
transmission system contains nearly 10,000 circuit miles of
line. Additionally, East River Electric Power Cooperative
owns and operates 2,700 miles of transmission lines in eastern
South Dakota and western Minnesota which connect the
larger transmission grid to local distribution cooperatives.

This national electric transmission grid, which can be
described as the largest machine ever built, has evolved and
grown over the last century. Yet today’s transmission grid
struggles to meet the twin demands of carrying larger volumes
of electricity (required by our digital economy) and hauling
blocks of power long distances — the electricity you use to
turn on a light could have been generated several states away
less than a second ago. And as more power plants — including
renewable energy projects like wind farms — come on-line, it’s
clear that not only is the transmission grid being asked to do
more than was originally envisioned, but the investment to
build more transmission has struggled to keep pace.

“For the last decade or so, new transmission construction
has not kept pace with the development of new power
supply,” argues Barry Lawson, NRECA manager, power
delivery. “There hasnt been any significant, backbone
transmission added to the grid in quite some time. For
awhile, we didn’t necessarily need new transmission facilities
— we had an adequate transmission system. But now there’s
a critical need for both new lines and improved efficiencies

for existing lines, especially if the country decides to move
forward with climate change and carbon-related legislation.”

Increasing transmission efficiency to better move and use
electricity can potentially reduce the need for more generation
and related transmission in the near future. Renewable energy
resources will likely require construction of entirely new
transmission lines.

“The electricity transmission and distribution system
has become a national priority,” said U.S. Energy Secretary
Stephen Chu. “Before, in the last century, we generated
electricity locally, and we used it locally. But because our
renewable resources are in very distant parts of the country
— for example, in the Dakotas, where there are incredible
wind resources, or in the Southwest where there are incredible
solar resources — you want to be able to move that energy over
to population centers. We do not have the system to do that
today.”

Many experts agree that when new transmission and
distribution lines are built, they should be designed to operate
as efficiently as possible. This is one part of what’s being
called a “smart grid.”

Whatever range of technologies is used to build a smarter
grid, it must make sense for consumers footing electric bills,
NRECA’s Lawson stresses. “There is a great need for new
transmission and a smart grid could provide useful benefits in
that area. But it needs to be something consumers want, and
it must be kept affordable, practical and simple. A smart grid
should help consumers save money, not spend it.”
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Mike Kroells
Transfers to Wall

Mike Kroells
will be transferring
to the Wall office
effective December
1, 2009. He

began his career
with West River
Electric in 2003

as Summer Help
and became

an Apprentice
Lineman in the Rapid City office in October of
2005. Mike, wife Jessica and children look forward
to being back in the Wall area close to family.

Dustin Brimm
Hired as an
Apprentice Lineman
at the Rapid City
Oftice

Dustin Brimm
will begin work

at the Rapid City
Branch Office
November 2nd.
Dustin spent the
last three months
as summer help
with the Rapid
City line crew. He
graduated from
Rapid City Central
High School in 2007 and Mitchell Vo-Tech
Powerline Construction and Maintenance in 2008.
Dustin enjoys hunting and racing dirt bikes in his
spare time.

o
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EnergyTins

South Dakota
Energy Assistance
and Weatherization

The Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) provides
financial assistance to low-income South Dakota households to pay their
home heating bills.

The program assists those families who would otherwise be unable to
pay the cost of heating their home. Energy assistance may not pay the
full cost of a family’s home heating bills.

No household is automatically eligible. All households must apply,
showing proof of income and home heating costs. To be eligible, a
household’s total gross income may not exceed maximum income
guidelines and the household must be responsible for paying home
heating costs. Energy assistance payments will be made to energy
suppliers.

Energy assistance money will be distributed on a first-come basis.
Applicant eligibility and assistance amount are calculated according
to household size, income, type and cost of heating and geographical
location in South Dakota of your home.

For more information on Energy Assistance go to www.state.sd.us/
social/ENERGY/energy.htm or call 1-800-233-8503.

The Weatherization Assistance Program is to help low-income people
in South Dakota overcome the high cost of energy by making energy-
saving improvements to their homes.

Beginning July 1, 2009, families with an annual income of up to
200% of the federal poverty level will be eligible for assistance. This is a
temporary change in eligibility and is dependent on funding availability.
Funds are limited and priority is given to the elderly, handicapped and
to families with small children. There is no cost for weatherization
assistance.

Some weatherization measures that may apply for assistance are:
Weather stripping doors and windows
Insulating attics, walls and floors
Caulking and sealing cracks and holes in the homes structure
Repair work to a non-functional heating system

For more information on Weatherization Assistance Program in
Western South Dakota contact Western South Dakota Community
Action at 605-348-1460 or 1-800-327-1703. The counties served
by Western South Dakota Community Action include Bennett,
Butte, Corson, Custer, Dewey, Fall River, Haakon, Harding, Jackson,
Lawrence, Meade, Perkins, Shannon, Pennington, Ziebach.
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Is it a Good Idea to Keep a
Refrigerator/Freezer In the
Garage In the Winter?

Manufacturers
advise against putting
a refrigerator/freezer
where the temperature
dips below 55 degrees
E The thermostat for
the refrigerator, usually
found in the fresh food
compartment, will signal
the compressor to cycle on
and off, which will cool
both compartments. If
your garage cools, your
compressor needs to run
less to keep the fresh-food
section cold. If the cooling
decreases, the freezer will
warm up, and if the garage
is cool enough, the compressor
will stop running, because the thermostat
doesn’t call for cooling. The freezer will then warm to the
temperature of the garage, possibly causing food to spoil.

Fill out and send fo:

West River Electric Assoc.
Cooperative Connections,
PO Box 3486,

Rapid City, SD 57709

Or drop it in with

your payment.

| am interested in
more information on:

O Marathon Water Heater
O Radiant Cove Heat

O Meco Grills

O Special Electric Heat Rate
[0 Geothermal & Air to Air

Sign up for:

[0 Operation Roundup Heat Pumps

[ Budget Billing [ Rebates

Q] Pay By Bank O Radiant Floor Heating
O Automatic Credit

Be sure to include your name and

address if you mail this coupon
E mail: vkusser@westriver.com

Card Payment
Blocks Wind Energy
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" Put an Electric

% Grill at the Top

%5 of Your Wish List
for Christmas ¥

Bring the outdoors in all year long by
giving someone special an electric grill
for Christmas this year. They are safe

,‘ and easy to use — just plug them in. ’

MECO
TABLETOP
GRILL

Thermostat controlled,
rotisserie, 200 sq inches

‘ of cooking space, handy

grease tin, and a 120 volt ".

grounded plug. A tabletop

grill is a perfect gift for any
season. $136.50

MECO CART ;ﬁ
CRILL

Thermostat controlled, \
rotisserie, 200 sq inches ‘
of cooking space, laeat
saving reflector pan,
handy grease tin, 120
volt grounded plug,
and a heavy duty cart.
The perfect gift for
the hard to buy for on

your Christmas List.
$190.00
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Call SD One Call Before You Dig at 811

Galen Niederwerder Wins $10.00 Credit

Galen Niederwerder of New Underwood is our latest winner of
the survey drawing. These surveys are available at both offices
for any member who would like to give us their comments. In

return, you'll have a chance to save $10.00 on your electric bill.

STATS
August 2009 - # of Consumers 14,922 KWH 18,495,413
August 2008 - # of Consumers 14,753 KWH 20,053,043

September 2009 - # of Consumers 14,947 KWH 17,066,655
September 2008 - # of Consumers 14,759 KWH 16,584,129
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November 19-21
SD State High School
AA Volleyball Tournament
Brookings, SD

November 21
Custer State Park
Fall Classic Buffalo Auction
Custer, SD
605-255-4515

November 27-29
The Nutcracker Ballet
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD
605-394-4111

December 2
Tonic Sol-Fa Holiday Show
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD
605-394-4111

December 4
Parade of Lights
Main & Junction
Sturgis, SD
605-347-2556

December 4-5
SD State High School
Oral Interp Festival
Sioux Falls, SD

December 5
Christmas Traditions
BH Symphony Orchestra
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Theatre
Rapid City, SD
1-800-468-6463

PHOTO COURTESY OF SD TOURISM

Ff{ T/ tvents of Special Note

November 23
West River Electric
Blood Drive
Rapid Valley Office
Rapid City, SD
605-393-1500

November 28
Festival of Lights Parade
Rapid City, SD
605-348-1930

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, induding date, event, place and contact o your local electric cooperafive.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event.

WEST RIVER ELECTRIC
WILL BE CLOSED:

Thursday, Nov. 26 For Thanksgiving Day,
Friday, Dec. 25, 2009 For Christmas Day &
Friday, Jan. 1 For New Year’s Day

December 5-6

Annual Fezziwig Festival
Prairie Berry Winery
Hill City, SD
605-574-3898

December 5-6
RC Rifle Club Gun Show
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD
605-394-4111

December 7
Intimate Christmas with
Lorie Line
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD
605-394-4111

December 31

New Year's Eve With
The Symphony
BH Symphony Orchestra
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Theatre
Rapid City, SD
1-800-468-6463
December 12-13
Country Fair Arts & Jonvary 7-9
Crafts Show Broadway: Annie
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD Rapid City, SD
605-343-8783 605-394-4111
December 15-31 Janvary 12

Central High School

Winter Band Concert
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD

605-394-4111

Jingle in the Jungle
Reptile Gardens
Rapid City, SD
605-342-5873

Janvary 29-February 7
BH Stock Show & Rodeo
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD
605-394-4111





