














Adding Insulation fo an Existing Home

Unless your home was specially constructed for energy efficiency, you can
usually reduce your energy bills by adding more insulation. Many older homes
have less insulation than homes built today, but adding insulation to a newer
home may also pay for itself within a few years.

To determine whether you should add insulation, you first need to find out
how much insulation you already have in your home and where.

A qualified home energy auditor will include an insulation check as a
routine part of a whole-house energy audit. An energy audit will also help
identify areas of your home that are in need of air sealing. (Before you
insulate, you should make sure that your home is properly air sealed.)

If you don’t want an energy audit, you need to find out the
following:
® Where your home is, isn't and/or should be insulated
® What type of insulation you have
® The R-value and the thickness or depth (inches) of the insulation
you have.

I you live in a newer house, you can probably find out this information
from the builder. If you live in an older house, you'll need to inspect the
insulation yourself if you don’t want an energy audit.

Inspecting and Evaluating Your Insulation
® Check the attic, walls and floors adjacent to an unheated space, like a
garage or basement. The structural elements are usually exposed in
these areas, which makes it easy to see what type of insulation you have
and to measure its depth or thickness (inches).
® Inspect the exterior walls using an electrical outlet:

1. Turn off the power to the outlet.

2. Remove the outlet cover and shine a flashlight into the crack around
the outlet box. You should be able fo see if there is insulation in the
wall and possibly how thick it is.

3. Pull out a small amount of insulation if needed to help determine the
type of insulation.

4. Check outlets on the first and upper floors, if any, and in old and new
parts of a house. Just because you find insulation in one wall doesn't
mean that it's everywhere in the house.

® Inspect and measure the thickness (inches) of any insulation in
unfinished basement ceilings and walls or above crawl spaces. If the
crawl space isn't ventilated, it may have insulation in the perimeter wall.

If your house is relatively new, it may have been built with insulation

outside the basement or foundation walls. If so, the insulation in these

spaces won't be visible. The builder or the original homeowner might be
able to tell you if exterior insulation was used.
© Once you've determined the type of insulation you have in these

areas and its thickness (inches), see the U.S. Department of Energy's

online Insulation Fact Sheet for how to determine the R-values of

insulation previously installed in your home.

The R-Value of Insulation

An R-value indicates an insulation’s resistance to heat flow. The higher the
R-value, the greater the insulating effectiveness.

The R-value depends on the type of insulation and includes its material,
thickness, and density. When calculating the R-value of a multilayered
installation, add the R-values of the individual layers. Installing more
insulation in your home increases the R-value and the resistance to heat flow.

The effectiveness of an insulation’s resistance to heat flow also depends
on how and where the insulation is installed. For example, insulation that is
compressed will not provide its full rated R-value. The overall R-value of a
wall or ceiling will be somewhat different from the R-value of the insulation
itself because some heat flows around the insulation through the studs and
joists. Therefore, it's important fo properly install your insulation to achieve the
maximum R-value.

The amount of insulation or R-value you'll need depends on your climate,
type of heating and cooling system, and the section of the house you plan to
insulate.

http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/insulation_airsealing/index.
cfm/mytopic=11340

Insulation Locations, Types and R-Values

INSULATION LOCATION R-VALUE* NOTES

ATTIC 49

WOOD FRAME WALL CAVITY 13 Blow insulation into any uninsulated exterior wall cavity.

FLOOR 30 Over unheated, uninsulated space.

CRAWL SPACE WALL 25 Crawl space walls are only insulated if the crawl space is unvented and the
floor above the crawl space is uninsulated.

BASEMENT WALL INTERIOR 25

INSULATIVE SHEATHING ON EMPTY WALL 6 Recommendafion assumes that the exterior siding was removed for other

ADD INSULATIVE SHEATHING TO R11 WALL 5 purpose, i.e., does not include any consideration of the cost of removing
and replacing the exterior siding.
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Having
Winter Utility Bills?

The Low Income Energy Assistance
Program (LIEAP) provides financial
assistance to low-income South Dakota
houscholds to pay their home heating
bills.

The program assists those families
who would otherwise be unable to pay
the cost of heating their home. Energy
assistance may not pay the full cost of a
family’s home heating bills.

No household is automatically
eligible. All households must apply,
showing proof of income and home
heating costs. To be eligible, a
household’s total gross income may not
exceed maximum income guidelines
and the household must be responsible
for paying home heating costs. Energy
assistance payments will be made to
energy suppliers.

Energy assistance money will be
distributed on a first-come basis.
Applicant eligibility and assistance amount
are calculated according to household size, income, type and
cost of heating and geographical location in South Dakota of
your home.

For more information on Energy Assistance go to www.state.

sd.us/social/ENERGY/energy.htm or call 1-800-233-8503.
The Weatherization Assistance Program is to help low-
income people in South Dakota overcome the high cost

Trouble Keeping Up With Your

of energy, by making energy-saving
improvements to their homes.
Beginning July 1, 2009, families with
an annual income of up to 200% of
the federal poverty level will be eligible
for assistance. This is a temporary
change in eligibility and is dependent
on funding availability. Funds are
limited and priority is given to the
elderly, handicapped and to families
with small children. There is no cost for
weatherization assistance.

Some weatherization measures that
may apply for assistance are:
* Weather stripping doors and
windows
* Insulating attics, walls and floors
* Caulking and sealing cracks and
holes in the homes structure
* Repair work to a non-functional
heating system

For more information on Weatherization Assistance Program
in Western South Dakota, contact Western South Dakota
Community Action at 605-348-1460 or 1-800-327-1703.

The counties served by Western South Dakota Community
Action include Bennett, Butte, Corson, Custer, Dewey, Fall
River, Haakon, Harding, Jackson, Lawrence, Meade, Perkins,
Shannon, Pennington, Ziebach.

Line Patrol

Crews are working on annual line patrol. This is a
yearly inspection of all of our lines. Yes, even lines that are
not connected, if it belongs to us, we inspect it every year.
This inspection is for safety and operational purposes, our
lineman are looking for any hazards to the public. This can
include things such as haystacks and silage piles under a line,
buildings constructed under a line, clearance issues on new
roads/driveways, dirt work over buried cables, etc. They are
also looking for any damaged equipment and loose hardware,
that may cause future outages. The electrical system we
operate is very reliable, but as you all know, Mother Nature
doesn’t always play fair, summer storms can cause damage
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that goes unnoticed. This annual inspection helps us repair
that damage before it causes an outage.

If you see one of our vehicles in your area, line patrol may
be the reason. In addition to our usual white trucks, we also
use UTV’s to patrol lines that are not along roads. This is a
quicker way to get to some of the more remote areas, and is
easier on the land than driving a truck over it. If you have
questions concerning line patrol in your area, contact Wayne
Shull in the Wall office at 279-2135, Ron Lauer in the Rapid
City office at 393-1500 or Lane Butler in the Enning office at
985-5360.
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Plan ahead

When considering a new service for a home,
outbuildings, well, or any other reason. Please keep in
mind to plan well in advance. Not only does West River
Electric need advance notice for planning purposes, we also
must comply with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act.

This requires us to do an archeological study of the area,
to make sure our construction activities will not affect any
historic properties. This process involves an “on the ground
survey” conducted by an archeologist. The Archeologists
report is then sent to the South Dakota Historical Society
for approval. It is only after we receive approval, that we can
begin construction. The process usually takes 4-6 weeks, so
remember to plan well in advance.

Fill out and send to: . .
West River Electric Assoc. | am interested in
Cooperative Connections, more information on:
PO Box 3486,
Rapid City, SD 57709 O Marathon Water Heater
Or drop it in with [ Radiant Cove Heat
your payment. O Meco Grills

. 0 Special Electric Heat Rate
S'Q“ up for: O Geothermal & Air to Air

O Operation Roundup Heat Pumps

[] Budget Billing [ Rebates

O Pay By Bank O Radiant Floor Heating

O Automatic Credit

Card Payment Be sure f%o include your name and

__ Blocks Wind Energy £ e skworameamioereont "

Call SD One Call Before You Dig at 811

Daniel Kruse Wins $10.00 Credit

Daniel Kruse of Interior is our latest winner of the survey
drawing. These surveys are available at both offices for any
member who would like to give us their comments. In return,
you'll have a chance to save $10.00 on your electric bill.

STATS
October 2009 - # of Consumers 14,942 KWH 16,910,657
October 2008 - # of Consumers 14,767 KWH 15,150,479

Put an Electric ;‘g
Grill at the Top =
of Your Wish List g%
for Christmas ¥

Bring the outdoors in all year long by

giving someone special an electric grill “
for Christmas this year. They are safe

and easy to use — just plug them in. 4

MECO TABLETOP GRILL %3

Thermostat controlled, rotisserie, 200 sq

inches of cooking space, handy grease tin, 4‘
and a 120 volt grounded plug. A tabletop =y

grill is a perfect gift for any season. ‘

$136.50 }#

L : i.,
MECO CART GRILL “

Thermostat controlled, rotisserie, 200 }

sq inches of cooking space, heat saving 4

reflector pan, handy grease tin, 120 volt 3N
grounded plug, and a heavy duty cart. The r

perfect gift for the hard to buy for on your ‘

Christmas List. $190.00 }‘
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December 15-31
Jingle in the Jungle
Reptile Gardens
Rapid City, SD
605-342-5873

December 20
Christmas Music Festival
Wall Community Choir
7:00 p.m.
Wall Community Center
Wall, SD

December 22
United Blood Services
NU Community Center
City Hall, New Underwood, SD
605-754-6777

December 23
United Blood Services
Amcon Distributing
Rapid City, SD
605-342-3750

December 31
New Year's Eve With
The Symphony
BH Symphony Orchestra
Rushmore Plaza Civic
Center Theatre, Rapid City, SD
1-800-468-6463

Janvary 7-9
Broadway: Annie
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD
605-394-4111

Janvary 12
Central High School
Winter Band Concert
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD
605-394-4111

COURTESY PHOTO

Events of Special Note

Janvary 14
West River Electric
Electro Technology Expo
Ramkota Best Western
Rapid City, SD
605-393-1500
605-279-2135

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, induding date, event, place and contact o your local electric cooperafive.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted af least eight weeks prior fo your event.

WEST RIVER ELECTRIC
WILL BE CLOSED:

Friday, Dec. 25, 2009 For Christmas Day &
Friday, Jan. 1 For New Year's Day

January 16
SD High School
All-State Band Auditions
Rapid City, SD

January 29-31
SD Youth Hunting
Adventures Outdoor Exhibit
Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn
Rapid City, SD
605-348-4984

Janvary 29-February 7
BH Stock Show & Rodeo
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD
605-394-4111

February 4-6
SD High School
State One-Act Play Festival
Brandon, SD

February 16
West River Electric Assn
Deadline for Scholarship
Applications, Rapid City, SD
605-393-1500, 605-279-2135

February 19-20
SD High School State
A & M Gymnastics Meet
Aberdeen, SD

February 26-27
SD High School State
A Wrestling Tournament
Rapid City, SD

February 26-27
SD High School State
B Wrestling Tournament
Sioux Falls, SD

March 6
BH Symphony Orchestra
Trumpetissimo
Rushmore Plaza
Civic Center Theatre
Rapid City, SD
1-800-468-6463

March 13-14
Philip Area Annual
2010 Gun Show
American Legion Hall
Philip, SD, 605-859-2635
605-859-2280

April 10
BH Symphony Orchestra
Out Of This World
Rushmore Plaza
Civic Center Theatre
Rapid City, SD
1-800-468-6463



