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Oh, My! What to Do?

In the past few weeks, I
have made presentations from
Wisconsin to Southern Mis-
sissippi. As most of you know
I conduct many seminars ev-
ery year across this nation. All
of them teach about energy

efficiency.
Doug Rve Everywhere I go the elec-
WWW-dOUere-mm tric companies have the same

concerns. Primarily, how they
can continue to provide electricity to customers at
an affordable rate. Although I do not claim to be an
expert in this field, it appears to be an extremely dif-
ficult task. In one case a state government has asked
the electric industry to provide 25 percent of their
electric generation by using renewable sources by
the year 2025. That may not sound like such a diffi-
cult thing to do but that particular state has almost
no hydroelectric generation options, very little wind
generation options and even less solar generation
options. There are some possibilities for bio-mass
generation but it would be a very small percentage
of the need. I have learned that many states are in
the same situation. As nuclear and coal generation
appear to not be an acceptable option for some, I
ask, what is one going to do?

Well, the electric companies have embraced the
idea of energy efficiency as one of the ways to help
reach their goals. Energy efficiency simply lowers
the total amount of electricity needed. A percentage
of a smaller number is more obtainable. For ex-
ample, 25 percent of 100 equals 25, but 25 percent
of 75 equals 18.75.

I have always felt that building a house or mak-
ing an existing house more energy efficient was
not only the smart thing to do, but the right thing
to do. Everybody wins with energy efficiency. I
feel honored and blessed to have the opportunity
to teach others across the country how to have a
more energy efficient house by writing this article,
by hosting a weekly radio program and presenting
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seminars across the nation. Every week many of you
tell me that I have helped you and you encourage
me to keep up the good work. Sometimes when I
pray I say, “Lord, I know right from wrong and I
know what I am supposed to do. Please help me to
always to do right.” I wish that each of us would
make these improvements to our own house. Then
we could say that we have done our part to reduce
the total demand which would help us reach the
desired goals.

The electric companies have embraced
the idea of energy efficiency as one of the
ways to help reach their goals.

For your information and knowledge, the chart
above is the approximate cost of generating electric-
ity with the different types of fuel.

You, my readers, are smart enough to understand
why this is so important. See you next month.

Reprinted courtesy of Rural Arkansas magazine and Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas. Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in
Saline County, Ark., is the popular host of the “Home Remedies” radio show and a promoter of energy efficiency building. 1o reach

Doug, call him ar 501-653-7931.
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Youth Excursion Sponsored By
West River Electric

Four students from West River Electric service territory
were joined by students from across South Dakota to attend the
annual Rural Electric Youth Excursion. The trip, sponsored by
electric cooperatives from across the state of South Dakota, is
intended to educate high school students about the electricity
that powers their homes.

The students traveled to Bismarck, ND, July 28-30 for a
far more engaging lesson in generating electricity, than any
textbook could offer.

Thursday the group headed to Beulah ND to tour the
Dakota Gasification Plant, Antelope Valley Station, Coteau
Freedom Coal Mine and on the return trip to Bismarck they
had the opportunity to see the Wilton Wind Farm. Thursday
evening, before dinner the students floated down the Missouri
River aboard the Lewis and Clark Riverboat, enjoyed a
beautiful sunset over the banks of the Big Muddy. There they
learned facts about the famed explorers’ trip through what is
now Bismarck. After dinner they enjoyed the evening with
games, swimming and dancing.

If you are interested in being a part of next years Youth
Excursion, contact West River Electric for more information
on touring the power plant in 2010.
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Sign Up for Operation
Round-Up and You Could Win! ‘po

Anyone signing up for Operation Round-Up, agreeing to
have their bills rounded up to the next whole dollar, will have
their name put in a hat and be eligible to win. We will draw
on October 1st for a 1st place $100 cash prize and a 2nd place
$50.00 cash prize to two lucky winners.

Operation Round-up Funds that were designated for
distribution at the April, 2009 board meeting were presented.
West River Electric members participating in this worthwhile
program helped local charities through voluntary contributions
of $8,000 for the past year. A few of the recipients to receive
donations recently are shown here.

Meals on Wheels of New Underwood, Rapid City and Wall
all received funds to help provide meals. The mission of the
Meals Program is to assist seniors in maintaining optimal health,
independence and socialization and support their desire to
remain in their homes and communities for as long as possible.

THE NEW UNDERWOOD MEALS PROGRAM received
$200.00 to assist with the home delivery of meals to the
elderly.

THE RAPID CITY MEALS PROGRAM received $700.00
to be used for the seniors for home delivery in the Rapid
Valley area.
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THE WALL MEALS PROGRAM received $500.00 to be
used to provide meals to the seniors in that area.
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THE MEADE COUNTY 4-H INTERSTATE EXCHANGE
received $750.00 to be used to help with the costs of
hosting a 4-H group from Venango County, Pennsylvania
in 2009 and travel to a host city the summer of 2010.

SUNCATCHER THERAPEUTIC RIDING ACADEMY
received $500.00 to be used to help with the expense of
riders who are unable to pay the cost of riding/therapy
class materials and training.
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DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS received $700.00
to be used to help with transportation to the VA hospital/
clinic, also used for comfort items for hospitalized veterans.





